A nurse-led ear care clinic: sharing knowledge and improving patient care.
This article covers the nursing role within an ear care clinic in the hospital setting. The range of conditions managed in the clinic are listed and some of the current issues affecting ear care and ear, nose and throat (ENT) are discussed. The author conveys her enthusiasm for the appropriate management of wax encouraging colleagues to appreciate the negative affect wax impaction can have on patients. Hearing impairment is briefly mentioned and a screening list is provided to assess the hearing of older adults. Patient care is discussed and there are suggestions for the improvement of the provision of ear care within the community. The nurse practitioner discusses how to facilitate the sharing of knowledge with community practitioners. Study seminars, publications, the use of the hospital intranet site, treatment and discharge summaries can all be used to communicate new developments in patient care.